
Pedagogy for 3000 Level &
4000 Level Courses

Handout - Visualization Assignment Page 1 of 1

Assignment Overview:
In this assignment, you will be challenged to move beyond traditional modes of argumentation and
engage with a complex argument through visual representation. The goal is not merely to summarize or
translate the argument, but to interpret and communicate its key components, relationships, and
implications in a non-standard, visually compelling manner.

Project Guidelines:

1. Select an Argument: Choose 2 substantial arguments thus far from the syllabus. Ensure the
argument is complex enough to warrant visual representation, containing multiple premises,
supporting points, counterarguments, or nuances.

2. Visualize the Argument: Create a visual representation of the argument. This may take the form
of a:

○ Flowchart or concept map: Illustrate the logical flow of the argument, highlighting key
claims, premises, and relationships.

○ Diagram or illustration: Represent abstract concepts or relationships within the
argument through visual metaphors or symbols.

○ Comic strip or storyboard: Narrate the argument through a sequence of images and
dialogue, capturing its progression and potential counterarguments.

○ Other creative forms: Explore additional visual formats that effectively convey the
argument's essence (e.g., infographic, animation, interactive visualization).

3. Explain Your Choices: Accompany your visualization with a brief written explanation
(approximately 500 words) addressing:

○ Key elements: Identify the central components of the argument you chose to highlight in
your visualization.

○ Visual choices: Explain the rationale behind your chosen visual format and specific
design elements.

○ Intended impact: Discuss how your visualization contributes to understanding the
argument and its potential implications.

Assessment Criteria:

● Accuracy and comprehensiveness: How well does your visualization capture the key
components and complexities of the argument?

● Creativity and originality: Does your visualization demonstrate innovative thinking and a unique
approach to representing the argument?

● Clarity and effectiveness: How well does your visualization communicate the argument's
structure, logic, and potential implications?

● Written explanation: Does your explanation provide clear insight into your visual choices and
intended impact?

Additional Notes:

● Feel free to use digital tools or hand-drawn visuals.
● Consult with the instructor if you have questions or need guidance.
● Be prepared to present and discuss your visualization in class.

© Kevin Patton 2024


